This book examines the significant role of the state in developing women's centers and organizations across Japan and identifies a central paradox: With all the trappings of an advanced industrial society, how is that women in Japan still endure significant gender inequality?
argues, women's groups have found it beneficial to cooperate with the local and national government.
It seems that this book would have benefited from an examination of women's groups engaged in the oppositional politics that emerged in the antinuclear, peace, feminist, and labor movements. Most antinuclear and peace groups formulated their political agenda in opposition to the state and early on identified theirs as a cause of special concern to women. The "women's lib" movement also engaged in confrontational politics and later engendered the formation of local women's rights and consumer advocacy organizations across Japan that continue to work outside the mainstream and not necessarily in cooperation with the state.
Murase's focus on mainstream women's organizations, primarily composed of middle-class women, has also led her to overlook the tens of thousands of blue-collar women who participated in political mobilizations sponsored by housewives associations and women's departments affiliated with their or their husbands' labor unions. Women members of the housewives association of the Japan Coal Miners' Union (Tanrô), for example, successfully mobilized a militant organization of 20,000 rural working-class women living in the mining towns of Hokkaido and Kyushu. Run by women, for women, local affiliates of the Tanfukyô militantly fought for safe housing, clean water, equal access to education for their children, better health care, and their husbands' right to job security and a family wage-"women's issues" very different from those advocated by stateaffiliated and cooperative women's organizations. It seems likely that women of different economic classes experienced different sorts of political organizations, and perhaps it is not surprising that women who lead national women's organizations find benefit in cooperating with a government composed of men from their own economic class.
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